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I N F O @ K I S M E T R O C K F O U N D A T I O N . O R G  ( 6 0 3 )  7 3 0 .  2 7 1 5  

160 HOURS OF CLIMBING EDUCATION
7 CLIMBING AREAS EXPLORED
1000+ FEET OF CLIMBING PER

STUDENT/WEEK

45 TOTAL STUDENTS
29 FIRST YEARS
16 GRADUATES

25 EVENINGS OF COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

SWIMMING, THE PARK, FARMERS
MARKET, BBQS, ICECREAM, THRIFT

SHOP

"Kismet has been and will continue to be an
extremely important part of my life. It has helped
me create more meaningful connections with
other people and grow as a person. My whole
Kismet experience has been filled to the brim
and sparked my passion for climbing and
learning. A wonderful feeling of safety, stability,
and acceptance." 

- 2021 Graduate
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THE CIRCLE OF KISMET
The thrill of the 2021 season can be credited to a triad of factors. First, anticipation that had been

bubbling over for this season since spring of 2020, as the in-person program was canceled because of

COVID-19. For nearly a year and a half twenty nine students anxiously waited to join Kismet for the first

time unsure of what they were getting themselves into. Meanwhile, 16 returning students sent their

Kismet peers messages expressing their disappointment of not being able to see one another.

Secondly, as alluded to above, 29 of this season's students were brand new to Kismet. For them, every

day was a first, from driving over a notch to a climbing cliff, to meeting a professional guide and

hearing of their adventures, to learning a new climbing technique, to climbing up a wall of stone, to

swimming in the Saco River, and for some, eating dinners in a family environment. Lastly, this season

we had 16 students return for the final time, their 4th year. These students completed their climbing

curriculum and rounded off their Kismet education with a 500-foot climb to the top of Cathedral

Ledge and a graduation ceremony attended by community and board members. This season was a

beautiful example of the cyclical nature of Kismet Rock Foundation. New students were embraced,

while goodbyes were celebrated to students turned rock climbers, all with hopes that some will

return as staff and contribute yet again to the circle of Kismet. 

" I  L E A R N E D  H O W  T O  O P E N  M Y  E Y E S  A N D  D O  T H I N G S  F O R  M Y S E L F . "   
 1 S T  Y E A R  S T U D E N T  2 0 2 1

MISSION: Kismet Rock Foundation nourishes the physical, intellectual and emotional development of

rural and urban children throughout New England before they enter their perilous teen years. Our

success in redirecting the path and supporting the potential of children is accomplished by

providing scholarships for a comprehensive education in technical rock climbing within the context of

a stable and loving family-like atmosphere.



DONORS
Emily Aspell
Gaby Batek
Joseph Berry
Chris Bishop
Richard Bishop
Paul Boissonneault
Mark Boydston
Tom Boydston
Torey Brooks
Richard Brown
Charles Burnham
Jenifer Calzaretta
Katie Casella
William and Elizabeth Chapin
Jill Chavooshia
J. Dean Chavooshian
Nora Chavooshian
Mary and Bliss Dayton
Owen Dayton
Padraic Dayton
Brook Deshais
Claire Devellian
Katelyn Dolan
Diane Doyle
Tim Doyle
Dana Etra
Gary Fagundes
Marla Feldman
Darlene Ference
Leonard Foreys
Fred Freeman
Amy Gaines
Lindsey Garland
Sarah Garlick
Kelly Garvey Pellagrini
Marilyn Geninatti
Ann and Randolph Glennon
Molly Goodwin
Kate Gribbon
Charles Gunn
Robert Hann
Dianne Hayes
Jeanie Holt
V B Horn
Barbara Hunter and Linda Torres

Douglas Huntley
Tony and Barbara Iorfino
Jacivino
Gary Jones
Tess Karlon
Bengt and Kathryn Karlsson
Richard Katzman
Dan and Judy Kennedy
Teresa Krolak-Owens
Kimberly Labrecque
Don Lynch
Gary MacDonald
Hope MacDonald
Marni Madnick
Marty Marcello
Maria Markenson
Marty Markenson
Dave and Jeanne Mason
Pete Masterson
Blake Matheny
Donna McCluskey
Kristen McDermott
Anastas Michos
Ross Mitchell
Katie Moenkhaus
Ara Morton
Jean and Bob Murphy
Fatou N'Dure
Nafie Nafie
Richard and Karen Nemeth
Mikenzie Norwood
Eli Olson
Hugh Owens
Alice and John Pepper
Ross Perry
Sarah Polsinelli
Brian Post
Cathy Riley
Kevin Riley
Ashly Rodriguez
Kyra Salancy
Holly Sares
Tammi Saylor
Mr And Mrs Seybold
Grant Simmons
Darcy and Robert Snover

Andrew Spero
Gregory Steverson
Trisha Sutrisno
Craig Taylor
Jim Torpey
Jennifer Tost
Grace Townsend
Mary Voda
Susan and Lawrence Weiner
Freddie Wilkinson
Phyllis Wolf
Lisa Woodbury
Sharon Wroblewski
Cherra Wyllie
Mitchell Yahna

IN MEMORY OF
Ryan Bishop
Mike Chamberlain
Dick Devellian
Mike Kelly
Pauline J Texieira 

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS
Arc'teryx Outer Peace Fund
Cathedral Mountain Guides, LLC
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Cogswell Benevolent Trust 
Flatbread Co
Goldberg Charitable Foundation
Ham Charitable Foundation
Kiwanis Club of MWV
Lee Dewey Auto
Lindsey Garland Creative
Marana Webber Tost Charitable Foundation

Mountain Mooney Guides, LLC
New England Bio Labs
New Hampshire Electric Co-op
North Country Cares
Northeast Mountaineering, LLC
Ryan E. Bishop Outdoor Leadership Fund
Samuel Hunt Foundation
The Burdick Faulkner Charitable Fund
Tillotson Foundation
TisBest Philanthropy

It was all possible because of YOU



HOW TO SUPPORT: KISMETROCKFOUNDATION.ORG/SUPPORT/

" K I S M E T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  M E  B E C A U S E  I  D I D  T H I N G S  I  N E V E R
T H O U G H T  I  C O U L D  D O .  I  M A D E  F R I E N D S  A N D  B E C A M E  P A R T  O F  A

F A M I L Y  T H A T  I  F E L T  L O V E D  I N .  M Y  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  H A S  I M P R O V E D  A N D
I  F E E L  A M A Z I N G . "  -  1 S T  Y E A R  S T U D E N T  2 0 2 1

1st Year Group Graduate Group 
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