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Dear Friends of Kismet,
        

 Kismet Rock Foundation is entering 
its ninth consecutive year of providing a wonderful edu-
cation in technical climbing to now, over eighty children. 
This year, sixteen new students will begin their four-year 
program.
 We are most happy to report that due to much 
hard work of our founder and Program Director, Michael 
Jewell, the loving support of dozens of dedicated volun-
teers and the broad based financial support of our donors, 
that this summer’s five sessions are well supported and 
properly funded.  Following this summer of Kismet ses-
sions here in the Mt. Washington Valley, we will mark the 
total number of children attending Kismet programs of 
over eighty.  Of this accomplishment we are very proud.
 We are also thrilled to announce that our Board 
of Directors voted to contract the services of Janet Berg-
man to direct Kismet through a process of growth and 
expansion in the coming two years. Janet, a longtime vol-
unteer and fundraising coordinator for Kismet, brings a 
full dose of passion and her own style of professionalism 
to the organization. We welcome Janet and offer her our 
support in preparing Kismet for further growth.
 Again this year we were fortunate to hold our 
4th Annual Jubilee. Held in May at the 10th Mountain 
Division building at Cranmore, we were able to thank 
our numerous volunteers and donors in attendance for 
their good deeds. We were also able hear live testimonials 
from three students and one of the schools counselors. 
They all attested to Kismet’s grace and good will. 
 Thanks to everyone reading this for your con-
tinuing and unselfish support.

-Ted Wroblewski
 Board President

              We offer 
our profound and sincerest gratitude to 
the Evenor Armington Trust, the Nelson 
Charitable Foundation, the Stare Fund, 
and our family of business and individual 
donors for years of continued general oper-
ating support that makes it possible to now 
expand the reach of our mission. 
Seed funding for this expansion initiative 
comes from Brian and Carolyn Irwin, Al-
berto Alesina and Susan Adler. 
Direct support and scholarship funding for 
the 2008 program season, provided by the 
Great Circle Foundation, the Robert and 
Dorothy Goldberg Charitable Foundation, 
the Nike Factory Store Community Grant 
Program, the Kendal C. and Anna Ham 
Charitable Foundation, the North Conway 
Rotary Club and the Manchester Rotary 
Club, allows us to continue providing the 
quality programs we exist for while taking on 
this new direction. 

MONEY MOVES THINGS

THANK YOU!!
2008 Program Season Schedule:
July 20-26   Beginner students
July 27-Aug. 2  Beginner students
Aug. 3-9           Returning students
Aug. 10-16        Returning students
Aug 17-23         Returning/graduating
     students
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Sixteen-year-old 
Kismet student Chel-

sea Laguerre welcomed the 
crowd at Cranmore Mountain Resort on May 17 

with a phenomenal solo singing performance. Played at the end 
of the cocktail hour, she silenced the room of about 120 attend-
ees, who enthusiastically applauded her before dining on the 
White Mountain Cider Company’s spread of delicious food. 
“Chelsea’s performance was one of the evening’s highlights,” 
said Brian Irwin, MC for the evening and also a Kismet Board 

member. “Her confidence 
on stage was incredible, as 
was her voice.  We’re very 
lucky to have such a pas-
sionate student in our pro-
gram.”
The event, sponsored by 
RE/MAX Presidential-
Drummond & Drum-
mond and Badger Realty, 
attracted climbers and 
non-climbers alike from as 
far away as Pennsylvania.
After dinner, Michael Jew-
ell formally announced the 
organization’s expansion 
plans.  
“This year is a turning 
point for Kismet,” said Ir-
win. “We’re expanding our 

curriculum, restructuring our organization to accommodate its 
growth and are more excited about the future than ever before. 
The Jubilee was the perfect place and time to make our new 
developments public to our most avid supporters.”
 ‘Volunteer of the Year’ awards were presented to Ted Wrob-
lewski, Brian Post and Ruthann Brown, all of whom have dem-
onstrated outstanding commitment and passion for the Kismet 
mission. Ms. Laguerre and two other Kismet students, Sean 
Duda and Josh Lee, spoke of their experiences with the organi-
zation as did Gary Hunter, a long time Kismet supporter from 
Manchester, one of the organization’s three service areas. 
A successful silent auction including unique gift packages, 
flight tours, art work, climbing gear and more kept bidders 
busy, bringing in 
about $4,000 for this 
summer’s rock climb-
ing programs. 
The Kismet Rock 
Stars, consisting 
of Ms. Laguerre, 
Mary Bastoni, Molly 
Campbell, Zebulon 
Jakub, Mike Jewell, 
Alain Comeau, Tony 
Iorfino and Mitch 
Scher, then took 
the stage for a set of 
dance music that had 
everyone out of their 
seats. 

So what does all of this mean?
We are working on media projects throughout the program sea-
son, conducting outreach, serving additional schools, ex-
panding volunteer opportunities, overhauling our event 
offerings, involving our graduated students, establishing 
an advisory board and revamping the website and our 
graphic presentation.

...Stay tuned as we get to work, or roll up your 
sleeves and join us! 

Anne Skidmore Photography
Attitash Resorts  
Badger Realty
Bear Notch Ski Touring Center
Becca Van Fleet Pottery
Bouret Photography
Brian Post Photography
Chinook Café
Christopher Noonan Oriental 

Rugs
Chuck Roast
Conway Historical Society
Cranmore Mountain Resort
Creative Expressions 
Debony’s Healthy Hair

Dutch Bloemenwinkel 

Thank you, Jubilee sponsors and silent auction donors:
Frechette Tire Co.
Front Side Grind
Finn Goodwin
Jerry Handren
Amee Hinkley
Horny Toad
Horsefeathers
Inn at Thorn Hill
International Mountain Equip-

ment/Rick Wilcox
Robert Irwin
Isis
Laura Johnson
Julbo 
Lupine Pet Collars & Leads
Mammut (Eric Seifer)

Margarita Grill
Maui Jim
Museum of Science, Boston
Nereledge Inn  
New England Aquarium
Renan Ozturk
Kris Pastoriza 
Philbrick Photography
Polartec LLC
Randy Rackliff
Ragged Mountain Equipment
Kate Renner 
RE/MAX Presidential-         

Drummond & Drummond
Rock & Ice Magazine
Saco Bound

Harrison Shull
Jim Siverts
Snowflake Inn
Sterling Rope Company
Stonehearth Open Learning Op-

portunities (SOLO)
T. Murray Wellness Center
The UPS Store North Conway
Urban Climber Magazine
Laura Waterman
Clint Willis
White Mountain Artisans Gallery
White Mountain Puzzles 
Wild Things, Inc.
Wildcat Service Station

Many volunteers gave time throughout the planning and production of the 2008 Jubilee. 
We offer our sincerest gratitude to the following individuals in particular:

Sasha Johnson
Kristin Karl
Dave Lottman
Donna McCluskey

Tony Iorfino
Brian Irwin
Carolyn Irwin
Zebulon Jakub

Ruthann Brown
Tom Curren
Clare Gardner
Sarah Garlick

Brian Post
Claudine Safar
Carrie Scribner 
Nickie Sekera

Anne Skidmore
Katie Smith
Rob Vandegrift
Freddie Wilkinson is in the air!C h a n g e

Brought to you by:

Kismet student Chelsea Laguerre’s solo 
singing performance at the Jubilee. 
Photo by Brian Post

Kismet student Josh Lee, with Mike Jewell at the 2008 Jubilee. “I would 
like to come back to Kismet as a volunteer to teach the kids everything I 
have learned and make sure they have a good experience at Kismet like I 
did.” Josh now works at Vertical Dreams, a climbing gym in  Manchester. 
Graduated students like Josh will soon have the opportunity to return to 
Kismet as instructors. Photo by Brian Post 

Shamus is all smiles.
Photo by Rob Vandegrift

Brian Post, Ruthann Brown and Ted Wroblewski 
(Left to right) accept Volunteer of the Year awards 
from Brian Irwin (far right), who presented on 
behalf of the Kismet Board of Directors.
Photo by Anne Skidmore
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2007 Donor Listing                  Thank you for your support!

All returning students will receive two,   
2-hour first aid courses through Stonehearth Open Learning 
Opportunities (SOLO) this year. “Numbers alone cannot tell 
the story, as Kismet has carefully focused its efforts on young 
people who are willing to take on the challenge of personal 
growth,” says Nickie Sekera, SOLO Assistant 
Director. “For these reasons, SOLO is proud to 
partner with Kismet to bring Wilderness Medi-
cine education to the Kismet program. SOLO 
will be providing volunteer, veteran instructors 
to teach universal first aid skills as well as spe-
cialized wilderness and leadership techniques.  
By becoming proficient in Wilderness First Aid, 
Kismet participants will be better able to take 
responsibility for themselves and others, whether on the gran-
ite cliffs of New Hampshire or on their home streets.” The 
course, designed by SOLO, will be hands-on and will stress 
taking care of the “other”. Because we are a climbing school, 
the focus will be on responding to outdoor injuries (packing a 
victim in a litter, splinting a fracture). 

Kismet Rock Foundation depends on the support of individual, business and foundation donors in order to 
operate. Please consider making a contribution today!
Name(s)____________________________________________Organization____________________________________
Address___________________________________________Phone Number_________________________________
   _________________________________________________Email address__________________________________

Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution of:
___$50 ___$100 ___$250 ___$500 ___$1,500 (sponsorship of one student) ___other $_____

NOTE: Credit card donations are accepted online at www.kismetrockfoundation.org
___Please make my gift in __honor/__memory of: _______________________________
___Acknowledge the honor/memorial gift to (name and address):
___My matching gift company form is enclosed
___Please contact me about other giving options (event sponsorship, bequests)
___Please remove my name from your mailing list                                        THANK YOU for your support! 

Kismet Rock Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
PO Box 1744 North Conway, NH 03860                      www.kismetrockfoundation.org

We are thrilled that Kismet graduate 
Alexandria Farrell (age 17) is returning 
as an aid to the live-in staff this summer. 
She will live with our 12-year old students 
to act as a role model and a liaison between 
the students and the adult staff. After start-
ing at age 9 (!) Alexandria was a student 
with us for five years, during which time 
she became a much loved student of Kis-
met. It is fitting that Alexandria  is the first 
participant in our leadership program since 
she was a part of Kismet from the begin-
ning.

Alexandria with Don Mazel 
on Cathedral Ledge
Photo by Brian Post

“[Going to Kismet] keeps me out of trouble.  It strengthens my body.  It helps me stop my bad habits.” –Josh

 Contributions from January 1-December 31, 2007. We 
apologize for any misprinted or omitted contributions; 
please contact us so that we can correct our records.

Daniel & Valerie Devine
Christl Dodge 
Ann & Brooks Dodge* 
Michael Donovan & Diana 

Morse
Diane Doyle, Doyle Enterprises
Kathy Driscoll  
James & Jean Drummond
Ken & Yvonne Farrell
Laurie A. Farrell, DVM*
Patrick and Anita Findlen 
Flatbread Company*
Steven Gabis
Scott Gamwell, Gamwell, 

Caputo, & Co. CPA’s
Marilyn Geninatti
Judy George
Ellen L. Gordon, Ellen L. Gor-

don Revocable Trust
Marilyn & Malcolm Grant
Jeff & Sally Graves*
Shirley & Phil Gravink
Mariam Greenfield 
The Kendal C. and Anna Ham 

Charitable Foundation*
Charles, Maureen and Cason 

Hanlon
Sam & Betsey Harding
Lesley A. Hardy* 
Steve & Heidi Hebrank*
Paul Heffron 
KC Henry 
Corey Herbert, Vertical Dreams*
Daniel Hildreth*  
Noella Houde  
Norman & Diane Houle
Stephen & Peggy Immel 
Tony & Barbara Iorfino* 
Steven & Corinne Jacovino
Roger & Linda Janelle* 
Richard & Bonnie Katzman
Marcia E. Keeney, Marcia E. 

Keeney Revocable Trust
Teresa Krolak-Owens & John 

Owens 
Nadeane LaCroix  
Steve Larson & Tricia Mattox-

Larson 
Mona L’Heureux* 
Susan Linnemayr, Great Rock 

Gardens of Sandwich

Bob & Sandy Lloyd  
Michael & Kristina Lockhart*
Chiu Lam & Margaret Louie
Peter & Jennifer Masterson* 
Donna McCluskey* 
David & Kristen McDermott, 

Good Earth Gardening
Kenneth & Rachele McDonough 
G.P. Campbell McLaren
Cronan & Penny Minton 
Ross & Mary Mitchell 
Robert Monteith, Jr.
Tom & Tess Mulkern, Shannon 

Door Pub
William J. Murphy
Howard D. Nair*
Nelson Charitable Foundation*
Frank & Leslie Nitkiewicz
Carlos Oade, Custom Audio / 

Video*
Teresa & John Owens
Paul Pappas  
Richard L. & Laura S. Parker, 

Holderness School
George & Elizabeth Passela*
Kris Pastoriza
Joseph & Lise Peters, J&L Cus-

tom Builders & Landscaping
Jeannine & Robert Peterson*
George & June Phillips, Berner-

hof Inn/Red Apple Inn
Brian Post, Brian Post Photogra-

phy
Ann Ramsey & Michelle O’Dea 
Sara Reeder  
Marsha Rich & Steven Camerino 
Cheryl & Michael Rocheleau* 
David Rose & Heidi Schnabel 
Valerie Rossetti  
Kathryn “Sparky” Russell
Brett & Cindy Russell
Claudine Safar  
Jacob & Donna Salem, FHLB-

Boston
Kenia Selamy
Shirley Seraphin 
Richard & Deb Sincere
Philip & Sally Skidmore
John P. Stabile II Family Foun-

dation*
Maggie Solomon*  

The Stare Fund*
Debbie Sullivan  
Jacques Sultan, West Cambridge 

Science Park LLC*
Newton & Kathleen Thompson 
Bob & Lorraine Tilney 
Ben Townsend  
David & Donna Urey
Dave Vaillancourt, Allied Pilots 

Association-Boston Domicile
Brad & Barbara White
Adrienne White & Hugh Bosely*
Clint & Jennifer Willis, The Writing 

Company*
Ted & Sharon Wroblewski*
Cherra Wyllie & Marko Beznosiuk

2007 IN KIND DONORS
Sonya Burgess, Sterling Rope Co.*
Dana &Kathy Belcher, Carriage 

House Spa at Christmas Farm Inn
Patricia Bernstone, New England 

Aquarium
Jane Biggio, Bamboo Mountain 

Movement Arts
Titoune Bouchard, Wild Things*
Matt Braun, Matty B’s Mountain-

side Café
Ruthann Brown, Polartec*
Don Chase, Wildcat Service Station
Sally Christner, Aquaboggan Water 

Park
Russ Clune, Black Diamond
Jim & Ibby Cooper, Inn at Thorn 

Hill*
Bill Cuccio, Lobster Trap
Debony & Bruce Diehl, Debony’s 

Healthy Hair
Aaron Frederick, Ripple Effect*
Lee Frizzell & Frank Hubbell, 

SOLO*
Joshua Gray, North Country Rivers
Harrison Shull Photography
Steve Hartmann & Laura Glassover, 

Nereledge Inn
Nathan & Kimberly Harvey, Maui 

Jim
Healing With Hands
Horny Toad Outfitters
Horsefeathers, Inc.
Bob & Kim Hotarek
Isis for Women

Michael Jewell
Joseph’s Spaghetti Shed
John M. Kennedy Co., Inc.
AJ Jones & Ashley Link, Planet 

Earth Photo
Chris Jones, The Sound Resort
Dave & Kristin Karl, Sky Ambi-

tions
Keith Morris, Maine Rock Gym
Thomas Kugel, Café Noche
Peter Lewis, TMC Books
Doug Madara, La Sportiva
Jack Mahany, Story Land
Mary Mcardle, May Kelly’s 
Museum of Science
N’East Magazine
Richard Parker*
Kris Pastoriza, Kindred Designs
Louise Ann Perry, Vintage Frame-

works
Roger Poor, Eastern Mountain 

Sports*
Portland Symphony Orchestra
Brian Post, Brian Post Photog-

raphy*
Randy Rackliff
Ragged Mountain Equipment
Eric & Carrie Siefer, Mammutt 

USA
Richard Sincere*
Anne Skidmore Photography
Jan Smith, Intuit Counseling 

Services
Howard & Erin Stanten, The Met 

Coffeehouse
Mark Synnott, Synnott Mountain 

Guides*
Bob Tagliaferri, Saco Bound
Laurel Tessier, Chinook Café
Donald & Amy Thompson, Cold 

Stone Creamery
Laura Waterman
Rick & Celia Wilcox, IME
Clint Willis, The Writing Com-

pany
Wendy Yager, Pleasant Street 

Massage
Nick Yardley, Julbo Inc.

*Special thanks to these out-
standing donors.

In memory of Danielle Con-
nolly

Marsha Rich and Steven Cam-
erino

In memory of Bob McCluskey
Donna McCluskey

In memory of Rand McNally
Janet Bergman
Ellen L. Gordon, Ellen L. Gordon  
Revocable Trust
Nadeane LaCroix  
Dave Vaillancourt, Allied Pilots 
Association-Boston Domicile

In memory of Phyllis Vogel
Cheryl & Michael Rocheleau 

In honor of Dylan Cabral
Cliff Cabral & Hollie Hazzard

In honor of Janet Bergman
KC Henry

In honor of Mildred Turley
Richard & Deb Sincere

2007 DONORS
Alberto Alesina & Susan Adler* 
The Evenor Armington Fund*
Angel Avila  
Steve Bamsey  
Henry Barber & Jill Flint-Barber 
John Barker, Barker’s Plumbing & 

Heating Service LLC
Jerome & Leah Bass  
Theresa Beals  
Chris & Brian Benoit 
Janet Bergman  
Andy Bergman  
Wayne Bergman, Action Coach
Jane Biggio, Bamboo Mountain 

Movement Arts
Laurel Bonds  
Robert Bowman & Lorie Tradewell
Jeff Brewer  
Cliff Cabral & Hollie Hazzard 
Alan Chan & Florence Chin 
Bill & Lissa Chapin  
Gary E. Cole, O.D., P.C., Conway 

Eye Care & Coos Eye Care
Dwight Conant  
Michael & Pam Couture
Robert Crandall  
Ian Cruickshank  
Fred Dambrie  
Gordon Davies & Betsy Brinson*

Special thanks to Glen 
Oaks Inn for providing 

accomodations for Alex-
andria’s family when they 

dropped her off!
www.glenoaksinn.com

Thank you, 

All new ropes for 2008!

Alexandria climbing on Square Ledge

Kismet Rock Foundation is, on the surface, a 
school that teaches a thorough curriculum in 
technical rock climbing to children of poverty. 
However, this curriculum is a mere vehicle 
through which all aspects of our students’ 
potential is developed. Following are the ways 
that our students are transformed by our pro-
gram: 
1.  Climbing develops superb overall muscle tone and 
physical grace.
2.  Climbing sharpens sequential problem solving skills.
3.  Climbing teaches aspects of physics and mechanics.
4.  Climbing demands the development and use of 
excellent judgment.
5.  Climbing sharpens one’s capacity for critical analy-
sis.
6.  Climbing requires focus and presence in a way that 
few other activities require.
7.  Climbing teaches students that real consequences 
ensue from their actions.
8.  Climbing demonstrates that to live effectively we 
must honor our intuition but seek verification through 
analysis. 
9.  Safety in climbing depends on team effort and 
demands that students develop and maintain the highest 
standards of behavior and attitude in relation to part-
ners.  Students are required to express compassion and 
honesty in the face of fear.  
10. Rather than experiencing pleasure in partners’ 
defeats, students are urged instead to contribute to, and 
even find satisfaction in, the success of others.
11. Climbing teaches humility in the face of fear and 
personal limitations.  
12. Climbing illustrates that ethical behavior arises natu-
rally out of concrete circumstances.
13. Education itself is the natural vehicle through which 
children can satisfy their hunger for development and 
education exponentially expands opportunity for further 
development of potential well into the future. 
14. Education helps verify for children that they have 
effect and that they belong in this world.  Through edu-
cation, children gain the skill and knowledge required 
to contribute positively to others and thus gain access to 
a resulting sense of meaning and purpose. These are the 
ingredients of what is often called “self esteem.”
15. The vast beauty of the mountains is in itself, 
transformative -- especially for children who otherwise 
experience only urban environments.  
16. Because of the personal character of climbing rela-
tionships, students of various backgrounds quickly learn 
to reach across the boundaries of age, race, and differ-
ing social experience. The compassion and empathy 
required to sustain a stable climbing partnership offers 
us an opportunity to gain greater understanding of the 
lives of others. At the same time, students are pressed 
to develop the humility and honesty required to allow 
others access to themselves.
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Board of Directors
Ted Wroblewski, President
Ken Lydecker, Treasurer
Sarah Garlick, Secretary
Brian Irwin, D.O.
Richard Katzman, M.D.
Donna McCluskey
Cheryl Rocheleau
Claudine Safar
Staff
Mike Jewell, Founder, Director
Janet Bergman, Project Director
Heidi Lewis, Administrative Coordinator
Rob Vandegrift, Program Coordinator
Alain Comeau, Climbing Instructor
Richard Parker, Climbing Instructor
Phil Thalheimer, Climbing Instructor

Kismet Rock Foundation 

P.O. Box 1744
North Conway, NH  03860

Programs running now through 

August 23. See you at the cliff!

We’re growing!
The board of directors voted 
in May to initiate an organi-
zational expansion process. 
In the coming two years 
we will be expanding the 
board of directors, estab-
lishing an advisory commit-
tee, securing new sending 
schools, hiring additional 
staff and revamping the 
fundraising program. We’d 
like to have YOU 
involved! Please contact 
us to learn more: Janet@
kismetrockfoundation.org or 
(603)986-9457

www.kismetrockfoundation.org

Jubilee 2008 Images by Anne Skidmore


